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Learn more about the Universally Accessible Entrance Project at our Annual Meeting.  Join 

us for drinks and heavy hor d’oeuvres and a “virtual tour” of the new entrances from 

architect Mike Taylor, Pinnacle Architects, Dayton, OH.     

I am pleased and excited to announce that as of October 2, 2017 construction has begun on our new 

Universally Accessible Entrance Project to both Harmon Museum and the Lebanon Conference & Banquet 

Center.   Heartfelt thanks goes to of our Board of Trustees and State Representative Ron Maag for having the 

foresight to see the opportunity the Lebanon Public Library’s new 80 plus space parking lot has afforded our 

organization. The Board of Trustee hired a very good architect, Mike Taylor of Pinnacle Architects in 

Dayton, to oversee the project. State Representative Maag was instrumental in obtaining a State of Ohio 

capital grant for the project in the amount of $306,000.  We will be reaching out to you our members and the 

community at large to raise an additional $450,000 to complete the project.   

Director’s Report 

By Victoria Van Harlingen 

Annual Meeting and Election of Officers 

December 7, 2017  from 5:30 to 7:30  

Harmon Museum 105 S. Broadway, Lebanon, OH 45036 

$15 per person | Limited Seating - Don’t Wait! 

Tickets and more info at wchsmuseum.org | 513-932-1817 



Museum  
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Site Plan of the new ADA Entries and Library Parking Lot Development 

Elevation of new universally accessible entrances for Harmon Hall and Lebanon 

Conference and Banquet Center 



Historical Log                  -3-                                             Nov. 2017 

WCHS Staff 

& Executive 

Board 

Staff 
Victoria Van Harlingen 

Executive Director 

John Zimkus 
Historian & Education Director 

Mary Klei 
Curator 

Jeanne Doan 
Exhibits Curator 

Lynley Dunham-Cole 
Archivist 

Elizabeth Grauwelman 
Glendower Manager 

Megan Willard 
Marketing Manager 

Executive Board 
Bill Duning, President 

Jim Norris, Vice President 
Lynn Chaney, Treasurer 

Liz Morris, Secretary 
Patrick Allen, Trustee 

Tom Ariss, Trustee 
Peter Berninger, Trustee 
Debbie DePaul, Trustee 

Lisa Koch, Trustee 
Denny Means, Trustee 

Join Us! 

All WCHS members are invited to 

attend the  

WCHS Board meeting 

November 16, 2017, 12:00 PM 

at the  

Warren County  

History Center 

Membership Price Increase:  
Critical to Sustaining Our Mission 

You, our museum members, provide critical operating support for the 

Harmon Museum and Glendower Historic Mansion. You, our special 

friends, are dedicated to sustaining our museums as leading cultural 

and educational institutions pledged to protecting the past and 

promote the future of Warren County and southwest Ohio.  After 

careful analysis of our operating costs for the past five years, the 

Board of Trustees led by our Treasurer Lynn Chaney, announces a 

membership price increase in 2018 for both the single and the family 

membership. 

  Despite record attendance at programs and events operating income 

has not been able to keep pace with operating expenses. Therefore we 

are announcing the 2018 membership prices at $40 per year for a 

single membership and $60 a year for a family.  You, our members, 

will continue to receive free admission to Harmon Museum, 

Glendower Historic Mansion, Lebanon Antique Show and Lebanon 

Quilt & Fabric Arts Show.  You will also receive a 10% discount at 

the museum gift shop as well as reduced ticket prices to events such as 

Lunch & Learn, Fortune Tellers Tea and our annual Gala. The total 

value of those member benefits is $52 per person, not counting the gift 

shop discount. 

 Your continued support provides a safe home to present 

educational exhibits and house our research library and archive. Your 

membership dollars also support our educational programming for 

both children and adults. Thank you.  

Membership Sale 
Don’t miss this awesome offer! 

Membership costs are going up in 2018. A single membership will 

increase to $40, a family membership to $60.  If you would like to 

keep your membership costs at the 2017 price of $35 or $50 for your 

2018 membership renewal, purchase your 2018 membership before 

December 31, 2017.  But wait, there’s more.  Send in your check, 

cash or credit card for your 2018 membership and we will give you 

your 2018 membership from your current renewal due date for a full 

12 months. Regardless of your membership renewal date you will get 

12 months from that date.   For example, if your membership is up for 

renewal  in February and you elect to pay your 2018 membership 

before December 31 at 2017 prices, you get a full twelve months from 

February 2018 to February 2019.  The same holds true if your 

membership is up for renewal in July or even December.   
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Upcoming Events! 

Holiday Photos 

 

Get professional photos taken for the Holiday 

season! Sessions are from Noon to 5pm on 

November 12th, 2017. This is appointment 

only and it’s a half hour session. When you sign 

up, we will assign you the time to come in. This 

is tax deductible and you will receive a USB 

drive with your pictures on it the same day!  

Non-Members $70 | Members $65 

Phone: 513-932-1817 | wchsmuseum.org 

Photos will be taken at 105 S. Broadway, 

Lebanon, OH 45036 in Harmon Museum. 

 

Preview Parties 

Be among the first to experience the magic of the 

season at Glendower Historic Mansion.  Kick off your 

holidays with friends and neighbors the weekend before 

Thanksgiving with 2 exclusive opportunities to 

celebrate. 

 Exclusive holiday parties (limited to 50 guests each). 

 Live holiday music 

 Costumed re-enactors and guides 

 Gourmet Hors d’oeuvres with champagne/mimosas 

November 18th from 7:00pm to 9:30pm 

November 19th 1:00pm to 3:30pm 

$35 Members | $40 Non-Members 

Glendower.org | Phone: 513-932-1817 

105 Cincinnati Avenue, Lebanon, OH 45036 
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A Thank You To Our “Christmas at 

Glendower” Volunteers 

By The Editor 

Connie Steger and Judy Grin 

Lisa Holz, Vicki Patterson, and Connie Steger 

We’d like to give a very special thank you to some very special volunteers. Last year, our Christmas 

at Glendower season was the best we’ve ever had. This year, our volunteers are hard at work again, 

donating their time and expertise to give us another glamorous season.   

  

Volunteers: 

 Judy Grin 

 Becca Hoevenaar 

 Lisa Holz 

 Lisa Koch 

 Carrie Murphy 

 Vicki Patterson 

 Gwyn Pinson 

 Carol Plumb 

 Connie Steger 

 Sue Vanderwheel 

Volunteers: 

 Sheri Bowers 

 Lynn Chaney 

 Debbie DePaul 

 Jeanne Doan 

 Liz Grauwelman 



Lebanon “Goes Hollywood” for the First Time When 

Harper Valley PTA is Filmed Here 40 Years Ago 
by  John J. Zimkus, WCHS Historian & Education Director 

The main stars of the 

film are: Barbara Eden- as 

“Stella Johnson”. Born August 

23, 1931, she is a film, stage, 

and television actress, 

comedian, and singer. She is 

best known for her starring 

role as "Jeannie" in the NBC TV 

sitcom I Dream of Jeannie 

(1965-70), which also starred 

Larry Hagman. She is now 86-

years-old . 

Ronny Cox - as “Willis 

‘Will' Newton”. Born July 23, 1938, is a character 

actor, singer-songwriter, and storyteller. His best-

known roles include Drew Ballinger in the film 

Deliverance (1972), especially for the memorable 

“dueling banjo” shot and his character death scene; 

as George Apple in CBS TV’s Apple's Way (1974-75); 

and as the villain Richard "Dick" Jones in the original 

RoboCop (1987). He is 79. 

Nanette Fabray- as “Alice Finley”. Born 

October 27, 1920, she is a TV, movie and stage 

actress, dancer and singer. In 1953, Fabray played 

her most well-known screen role in MGM's The Band 

Wagon with Fred Astaire and Cyd Charisse. She is the 

aunt of singer/actress Shelley Fabares from the 

Donna Reed Show (1958-1966). Nanette is 96 (as of 

September 2017). 

They were supported by an impressive array 

of talented and familiar comedians and character 

actors that include; Louie Nye, Pat Paulsen, John 

Fiedler, Ron Masak, Audrey Christie, Royce D. 

Applegate and Bob Hastings. 

The Lebanon premiere of the film took place 
at Colony Square Cinema, 726 E. Main Street on 

Tuesday, May 23, 1978. Stars Nanette Fabray, and 
Ronnie Cox were present, as was Executive Producer 
and President of April Fools Productions Phil Borak. 

Barbara Eden the star could not come because of 
“moving problems.” (Eden, in her 2011 
autobiography, Jeannie Out of the Bottle, which she 

co-wrote with Wendy Leigh, mistakenly states Harper 
Valley PTA was filmed in “Lebanon, Illinois”.) 
 

It was 40 years ago 

this fall that Lebanon, 

Ohio was showcased in 

a Hollywood movie for 

the first time for the 

world to see. The film 

was Harper Valley PTA. 

It was partially filmed 

in Lebanon in October 

of 1977. The movie 

was based on the 1968 

Jeannie C. Riley country hit by the same name 

written, Tom T. Hall. The film was made by  April 

Fools Productions. It had a limited release to 

theaters on June 2, 1978, with a nationwide 

release on August 2, 1978. 

The song “Harper Valley PTA” tells the 

story of Stella Johnson, a “Harper Valley widowed 

wife.” It seems the Harper Valley PTA feels Stella’s 

dresses are “way too high” and finds her “runnin’ 

round” inappropriate, and decides to take it out on 

her daughter. Stella then decides to take revenge 

on these “Harper Valley hypocrites.” The lyrics of 

the song act as the outline for the plot of the 

motion picture, with Stella Johnson’s various acts 

of revenge played for laughs. 

Some local citizens were concerned that 

Lebanon was chosen because it “depicted the 

double standards found in many of the country’s 

smaller communities.”  

Executive producer Phil Borak — who was 

no stranger to Lebanon, having once worked at 

the Old Fort Drive-in Theater on Columbus Avenue 

— said, “No. Lebanon was selected because it’s so 

picturesque. It fits my image of what a pretty 

small town in America should look like.”  

Filming with actors for the picture began in 

Lebanon on October 3, 1977. The cast and crew 

were here for approximately two weeks. Only 

about 20% of the film was actually made in 

Lebanon. The rest, including almost all of the 

interior shots, were filmed in California. Filming 

was completed in December 1977. 
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Cox and Fabray were delighted with the 

crowd at the Lebanon premiere and its enthusiasm. 
Fabray was overwhelmed stating, “Who needs 
Hollywood; this tops it. It’s super!” Cox told the 

audience that he and others came to Lebanon 
expecting to be shunned as actors or mobbed as 
stars. “Instead,” he said, “we were treated like 

friends and it was a wonderful experience.” 
Harper Valley PTA was by no means a great 

film. Leonard Maltin's Movie Guide gives the movie 

two out of four stars, calling it a “bubblegum comedy 
[where] old pros eke some chuckles out of 
threadbare material.” That about sums up what most 

reviewer’s thoughts of the film. But the movie is fun.  
That is especially true for folks who know Lebanon, 
Ohio. The opening and closing credits are helicopter 
shots of the town, and as such are a great visual 

record of how the town looked in 1977. One can see 
how much Lebanon has changed in 40 years; what 
has been added and what has been lost.  

 All the action of the film takes place in the 

fictitious town of Harper Valley, Ohio. 

In the opening credits we view Lebanon, Ohio as 
Harper Valley beginning with what is now Colonial 

Park. The helicopter then flies over the Academy 
Building on New Street and where the Lebanon Post 
Office will someday be.  

It then goes over Berry Middle School 
pretending to be Harper Valley High School. As it 
does the title of the movie, Harper Valley PTA, 
appears over the school. They actually placed a fake 
concrete sign over the old Lebanon High School sign 
on top of Berry that read “Harper Valley High 

School.” No close-up, however, of the sign appears 
in the motion picture. 

There would be an NBC television show called 

Harper Valley PTA based on the movie, also starring 
Barbara Eden. She is the only member of the film's 
cast to appear in the show. It lasted for 1½ seasons, 

from January 1981 to May 1982. For the original 
brief first season in 1981, the image of Berry Middle 
School is used in the show’s opening credits. 

The helicopter then flies over J. C. Vian Field 
behind Berry. Although it is hard to tell from the 
helicopter, the football players on the field are not 

from high school teams. They are in fact Pee Wee 
football players - 9 to 11-year-olds. They played on 
that field back in the 1970s on Saturdays. 

As we go downtown, there is no Gazebo in 
what would someday be “Gazebo Park” next to the 
Golden Lamb, and there is no 1988 addition to the 

Lebanon Public Library.  
 

Soon we see “The Pillars” mansion at 119 

Cincinnati Ave., currently owned by Jerry Miller. In 
the movie it is the home of Flora Simpson Reilly 
played by Audrey Christe, one of the movie’s main 

“villains”.  
We are then over the Ulrich Shaker Hill Farm 

property at 1784 SR 63. It plays the home of Willis 

“Will” Newton (Ronny Cox), Stella Johnson’s love 
interest.  

We soon see Deerfield Road going north. On 

the left we pass over the Maplewood Apartments, 
formerly the Maplewood Sanitarium. The old 
sanitarium burned down in the summer of 1994. 

Finally we zoom into 434 Deerfield Road, the 
two-story home of Stella Johnson (Eden) and her 
daughter Dee. Dee Johnson is played by 13-year-old 
Susan Swift. Today, at 53, Swift is a practicing 

attorney in Los Angeles. 
The interior of the Johnson home is filmed in 

California but Stella and her friends are drinking 

Hudepohl Beer, a onetime popular Cincinnati brew. 
The exterior of Berry Middle School is used 

for Stella Johnson’s march up the steps to tell off the 

PTA, and also to show the students of Harper Valley 
High being dismissed from school. Some 200 LHS 
students were brought to Berry Middle School to 

play extras including a junior named Woody 
Harrelson. He, of course, has since become a major 
motion picture star, and has been awarded an Emmy 

for his role as “Woody Boyd” on NBC’s Cheers, and 
has twice been nominated 
for an Oscar. Harper 
Valley PTA is credited as 
being his first movie and 
he admits this, but you 

will be hard pressed to 
find him in that sea of LHS 
extras. 

 
 

 
 

 

Lebanon “Goes Hollywood” (Cont’d) 

Next, we see that the Johnson house on 
Deerfield Road has been toilet papered. Set director 
Tom Rusmussen spent more than an hour placing 

what he jokingly called “artistic [toilet] paper” on the 
house and its trees for this scene. 

The PTA meeting that 

Stella Johnson storms into 
is not filmed in Lebanon, 
nor are the vast majority of 

the interior shots for the 
motion picture. 

The Western Star October  

1977 Cox  Media Group 
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Later, just after Dee Johnson is getting her 

braces off, there is a brief look at exterior of Alice 
Finley’s (Nanette Fabray’s) beauty shop. Helen’s 
(Amburgy) Beauty Shop at 30 N. Broadway in 

Lebanon was used. The building was, up until 
recently, the home of the shop Social Graces. 
Although we will see the outside of Alice’s La Moderne 

Beauty Shop again, this is the only time the Lebanon 
exterior shot is used. California exteriors of a different 
shop were used in the rest of the film. 

The track meet at Harper Valley High School in 
Harper Valley PTA was filmed in California. It was 
originally scheduled to be made in Lebanon and 

various organizations spent days getting the booths 
they use during Lebanon’s Honey Festival in 
September of 1977 ready for the movie. 
Unfortunately, it poured rain the weekend the shot 

was to be made and the filming was cancelled. The 
local folks who worked hard getting things ready for 
this scene were not happy. Lebanon actor Brian Cook 

flew to California to film the track meet there. 
Several LHS students were used for a big 

scene filmed in the Village Ice Cream Parlor at 22 S. 

Broadway. When the sheriff’s car pulls up in front of 
the Parlor, the G. C. Murphy Co.’s store, a longtime 
part of downtown Lebanon, can be seen across the 

street through the window. That building at 15 S. 
Broadway is now the home of the Broadway Antique 
Mall.  

The first sheriff’s deputy to run into the Parlor 
is Jim Faulkner a former Lebanon Schools art teacher 
who now lives in Scottsdale, Arizona. He is the brother 

of Lebanon realtor Mike Faulkner.  
The second cop to run into the building is the 

late Mike McMurray, “The Voice of Lebanon” and host 

of The City Show on Lebanon’s Channel 6 for many 
years. Mike McMurray died on 
December 21, 2013. 

The climatic car chase has 
Stella and Alice (Eden and Fabray) 
dressed as nuns driving a red 

Volkswagen “Bug” convertible. It 
was filmed on Markey Road just 
west of Lebanon. The biggest 

cheer at the Lebanon premiere 
of the film in May 1978, was for 
local “actor” Herschel Kendrick. 
He played a farmer hauling hay on Markey Road. The 

uproar occurred when the movie’s heavies plowed into 
his load of hay while chasing the ladies. Herschel 
Kendrick, who passed away in 1991, was a Warren 

County deputy sheriff for 30 years and the owner of 
Kendrick Moving and Storage on North SR 48. 
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Clint Howard, the younger brother of Oscar

-winning director Ron “Opie Taylor” Howard, came 
to Lebanon to play Corely, the flower delivery boy 
who makes a delivery to the Johnson house.  

The Harper Valley High School band 
practice is filmed in the band room at the then 
Lebanon High School at 160 Miller Road. It is one 

of the few interior shots made in Lebanon. LHS’s 
real band director, the late David R. Davidson, 
plays the frustrated band director. Davidson died 

in Dallas, Texas on September 5, 2009. 
Carlyle, Dee Johnson’s potential boyfriend, 

is played by 19-year-old Brian Cook a member of 

the LHS Class of 1977. Brian is the only person 
from Lebanon that had a major speaking part. 
Brian passed away on January 30, 2017, at the 
age of 58. Scott Norris, a member of LHS Class of 

1978, did have a speaking part as Moose, Carlyle’s 
main rival, but his part was cut during editing. 

The girls’ sex education class is filmed in 

the northeast corner classroom on the basement 
level of Berry Middle School. The same room is 
used for the exterior shot, which shows high 

school boys piled up outside its windows. They are 
trying to see what is going on inside the 
classroom. (One of my claims to fame is that for 

five years or so, when I was teaching at Berry 
Middle School, this was my classroom. It was NOT 
my subject. I taught 7th grade social studies.) 

When the sex education film goes horribly 
wrong for biology teacher Willa Mae Jones played 
by Fay DeWitt, the student laughing with the 

shoulder length light brown hair in the lower right 
of the screen is Valerie Sherwood (Rask) the 
creator of the beautiful glass art that now hangs 

above the book checkout counter of the Lebanon 
Public Library. Valerie graduated from LHS in 1979 
with Woody Harrelson. They were both voted 

“class clown.” 
The pink elephant scene, part of an 

elaborate revenge on Otis Harper, played by Pat 

Paulsen, a member of the Harper Valley PTA, is 
filmed in California. On October 31, 1977, while 
shooting this scene in the Hancock Park 

neighborhood of Los Angeles, California, Nanette 
Fabray was knocked to the ground by a spooked 
elephant. She suffered a severe concussion, 
bruises and back sprains. After the accident, 

Fabray was taken to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
where her condition was reported as serious but 
stable. Following her recovery, she resumed 

filming on November 30, 1977. 
 

Lebanon “Goes Hollywood” (Cont’d) 
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As the movie’s end, Stella and Will board a helicopter at J. C. Vian Field behind Berry Middle School, 

“Harper Valley High," and take off. You see another aerial view of Lebanon looking south and then eventually 
west as the closing credits roll. 

At the Lebanon premiere of Harper Valley PTA at Colony Square Cinema, film producer Phil Borak 

promised the crowd that “Son of Harper Valley” would be filmed in Lebanon, possibly in the summer of 1979. 

That prediction did not come true, but the acting bug did bite Lebanon again.  

In 1993, the movie Milk Money was partially made here. Its starred Melanie Griffith and Ed Harris. 

Like Harper Valley PTA, it too had a scene filmed in The Village Ice Cream Parlor. Lebanon was now 

Middleton, Pennsylvania and had to pretend cold October nights were balmy summer evenings. Artificial 

leaves were painstaking attached to trees on Broadway to complete the effect. For several scenes, Cincinnati 

stood in for Pittsburgh, and the Ohio River played . . . well, the Ohio River.  

In October 2013, the Hallmark Channel TV movie The Christmas Spirit starring Nicollette Sheridan 

and Olympia Dukakis was made here. Lebanon assumed the role of Laurel Springs, a small town in an 

unnamed state in New England. This time unusually warm October days were supposed to be the frosty 

week before Christmas. As such, what leaves that did remain on the trees had to be carefully removed one 

by one on Mulberry Street between Mechanic and Broadway, as well as the those on the westside of 

Broadway near the Golden Lamb, which, by the way, was playing the Laurel Springs Inn. 

Then in early 2014, a few scenes from Cate Blanchett’s Academy Award nominated movie Carol were 

filmed in Lebanon. For this motion picture Cincinnati was supposed to be New York 

City in the early 1950s. The Shaker Inn at 600 Cincinnati Ave. in Lebanon portrayed 

a motel in Waterloo, Iowa. An alley off Mulberry Street in town was also supposed to 

be in Waterloo.  

Robert Redford, in the spring of this year, 2017, lived here; or at least his 

character did in the new film The Old Man and the Gun. A house southwest of 

Lebanon on McClure Road, with its long drive, pretended to be one in north Texas. 

Back in October 1993, the screenwriter of the movie Milk Money, John 
Mattson, was asked while he was in town why Lebanon, Ohio was chosen for the 
location of his film. He answered, “I pictured in my mind a small ----Midwestern— 

Norman Rockwellish town. Lebanon -- is that town. Just look around,— the shops,— 
restaurants---- it’s all here. This is---- THE All-American town.” 
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Textile Camp: Learning to Care 
By Jeanne Doan WCHS Exhibits Curator 

As you pass through the double doors in the 

lower level of the Harmon Museum towards the 

elevator, most times you will probably hear the peel 

of laughter and lively conversation. Hard working 

volunteers are toiling away in the Textile Workshop 

with dresses, coats and accessories. This is the area 

where textile items that have been donated to the 

museum are cataloged, tagged and hopefully find a 

permanent resting spot. Our textile collection is 

phenomenal. It spans five rooms and could use even 

more space. This past April, I went to Indianapolis 

and attended the AASLH (American Association for 

State and Local History) Collections Camp: Textiles 

at the Indiana Historical Society.  

 On a beautiful Monday morning in spring, I 

arrived early to the Indiana Historical Society 

building located in the heart of downtown Indy. It is 

housed in a large stately structure adjacent to the 

scenic canal. I was the first to arrive at the Eugene 

and Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center. This large 

space had enough room for racks of textiles, tables 

of books and materials and dress mannequins. 

Seventeen 

participants 

gathered 

around a 

rectangle of 

tables. We all 

introduced 

ourselves; one 

was from as far away as Texas. Each of us had a 

story about our textile conservation efforts. One 

young lady told us of the cave, (yes a CAVE!) that 

she had for a museum at an old fort in Virginia. We 

were all there to learn how to care for fragile and 

irreplaceable textiles.  

 The seminar started with questions about 

museum practices from participants and answers 

from Karen DePauw, Textile Curator at the Indiana 

Historical Society.  

 These practices included cataloging textiles, 

which gives the item a catalog number,   

and collecting the stories or provenance behind 

the piece. Stories can encompass the items 

history, origin and description. As textile 

volunteers know, the item may have very little 

known history but the description of the piece can 

get very detailed. After cataloging is finished, an 

acid –free cotton tag with the catalog number for 

identification must be sewn to the material in the 

best location that does not cause any damage. 

 Our next subject at the seminar was the 

storage of a textile collection. The proper storage 

of these delicate fabrics is essential for the 

reduction of stress on the seams, to minimize 

distortion of the fabric and for the longevity of the 

piece. The subject of padded hangers, muslin 

support straps, extra support for long trains, 

hanging verses boxing and rolling up items on 

tubes were all discussed as the correct storage 

methods. Who would have thought that Pool 

Noodles would be such a good tool for rolling and 

storing large pieces? 

 Mounting pieces, mannequin dressing and 

display of historic textile collections took up the 

rest of a busy afternoon. The discussion of ironing 

versus steaming was very enlightening. A 

demonstration of flat mounting was shown with 

materials provided to create our own flat mount 

simultaneously. A tutorial on dating fabrics and 

styles with silhouette identification was most 

interesting.  

After this, we were partnered up to dress our own 

mannequin. Each group was given a lady’s 

ensemble and materials to fill out the mannequin 

for proper fitting.   
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Textile Camp (Cont’d) 

The technique of using pantyhose for a foundation for filling in spaces was a great success and will be 

taught to our volunteers here at Harmon Museum.  

 The next day started off with Basic Textile Conservation techniques. Participants were shown many 

examples of fabric deterioration; what kind of fiber is being damaged and how to identify them. By 

identifying them properly, the damage can be minimized and a solution for care can be pinpointed. Using 

the burning technique, we were able to identify fibers by how they burned, fast or slow; how the fiber 

reacted as it burned, and whether it curled up in a black lump or burned to dust. How the fiber smelled as it 

burned also indicates what the fiber was.  

 Our next demonstration was the proper way to vacuum textiles. While this seems like a no-brainer, 

the suction of vacuuming can be very damaging to fragile materials.  The techniques learned were used by 

our intern Becca Hoevenaar on some of our Nineteenth Century woven coverlets with very good results.  

The last demonstration for the morning was done upstairs at the Indiana Historical Societies Textile 

Workroom. This huge room had a twin bed sized washing basin where Karen 

demonstrated wet cleaning of a delicate Garibaldi blouse. It was explained to us 

that when fabrics get wet, the fibers are vulnerable to stretching and tearing. If at 

all possible, it is recommended to use a less invasive measure to clean a piece.  

After lunch, our afternoon was spent touring the Indiana State Museum costume 

and textile storage spaces. This gracious building is directly south of the Historical 

Society on the canal. Visiting the gigantic warehouse-like room at the ISM, with its 

tall ceilings, seemingly endless dividers, electrically moving shelves and mobile 

ladders was a lesson in museum envy. The workroom several floors up, (reached by 

a huge freight elevator that fit all of us), were just as big and desirable with 

spacious work tables, toolboxes, racks and vacuum cleaner hoses hanging from the 

ceiling. The day ending on this high note, we all gathered again in the Glick Room at the Indiana Historical 

Society to say our goodbyes, and to say “thank you” for an excellent program and learning experience.  

Driving home to Warren County on that early evening, I reflected that “yes”, maybe we don’t have 

all the enviable facilities and space that those big museums have, but here at our museum we have great 

people who are dedicated to preserving and displaying our wonderful collection. This coming new year we 

will be hosting a seminar of our own to teach techniques and establish good habits for the proper handling 

of the Harmon Museum’s textile collection. With the knowledge learned from AASLH (American Association 

for State and Local History), the Indiana State Museum and especially the Indiana Historical Society, our 

textile collection will be here for many future generations to enjoy. 
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Upcoming 2018 Events! 

 

 

Winter 
 Old Post Office Flea Market, January 12 & 13, 2018, Lebanon Conference & Banquet Center, 

Lebanon 

 Lebanon Antique Show, January 27 & 28, 2018 — Warren County Fairgrounds 

 Black Bag Bingo, February 3, 2018 — Lebanon Conference & Banquet Center 

Spring 

 Lebanon Quilt & Fabric Arts Show, March 2 & 3, 2018, Warren County Fairgrounds 

 “Beefing It Up” Steak Cookout Fundraiser, April 7, 2018, Lebanon Conference & 

Banquet Center  

 Princess Tea at Harmon Hall, April 14, 2018 

 Black Bag Bingo, April 21, 2018 — Lebanon Conference & Banquet Center 

 Old Post Office Flea Market, April 27 & 28, 2018 

 Paranormal Meet & Greet, May 19, 2018, Lebanon Conference & Banquet Center 

 Pioneer Cemetery Tour, May 11, 2018, Pioneer Cemetery, Lebanon, 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Warren County 

Summer 

 Theatre Project, June 14 through 17, 2018 Lebanon Conference & Banquet Ctr. 

 Strawberry Social at Glendower Mansion & Garden, June 23, 2018 

 Professional Family Portraits at Glendower, July 14 & 15, 2018  

 History Camp, July 16-19, 2018 

 Old Post Office Flea Market, July 27 &28m 2018, Lebanon Conference & Banquet Ctr.  

Fall 

 Fortune Teller's Tea, August 18 at Glendower 

 Annual WCHS Gala, August 25, Lebanon Conference & Banquet Center 

 Lantern Light Cemetery Tour, September 7, 2017 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

 Old Post Office Flea Market, September 28 & 29, 2018 

 Civil War Encampment, September 29 8430, 2018 

 Old Lebanon Ghost Walk and Pub Crawl, Oct 6, 2018 

Winter 

 Black Bag Bingo, November 3, 2018 

 Lebanon Conference & Banquet Center Professional Family Portraits at Glendower, November 

11, 2018 

 Hungry Ghost, November 19 & 20, 2018 

 Holiday Walk, November 24th & 25th 

 Zachariah Johnson Christmas Storyteller, December 1, 2016 during Horse Parade day 

 Christmas at Glendower, every Friday, Saturday and Sunday in December except Christmas 

Day from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


