
 

 

Dated Material, Please Open 

Warren County History Center 

105 S. Broadway 

Lebanon, OH 45036 
August 22 – “Buttons and Basil”—A Gathering at Glendower Historic Mansion 

An “iced tea” garden party, mansion tour, garden tour, and button review. 
September 11 – Lantern Light Cemetery Tour at Lebanon Cemetery 

Meet notable Warren Countians through historical re-enactments. 
September 25 & 26 – Fall Flea Market at the Old Post Office 

Great finds abound! Shop or donate to support WCHS! 
September 26 – Lebanon Quilt & Fiber Arts Show at Country Applefest 

(Fairgrounds, Bldg. A) Vendors & artisans of quilting, spinning, & weaving, plus a “Quilt in a Day” Contest! 
September 26 & 27 – Civil War Encampment at Glendower Historic Mansion 

Learn about a soldier’s life and see the cannons blast and soldiers practice close order drill on the lawn at Glendower. 
October 3 – Old Lebanon Ghost Walk and Pub Crawl 

Enjoy historic and ghostly tales and an evening of food and drink in downtown Lebanon. 
November 3 thru 24 – Annual Gingerbread House Contest 

This annual event is a family-friendly way to support the community! Deadline for entry:11/24 
November 27 – Annual Gingerbread House Contest Winners Announced 

Gingerbread houses go on display at Glendower and in the Warren County History Center. 
December 2 – WCHS Annual Dinner 

Enjoy dinner and friends and speaker Wes Cowan of Cowan’s Auctions & PBS’ “History Detectives.” 
December 4 – “Christmas at Glendower” Opens 

The decoration theme this year is “Traditional Christmas.” Guided tours every Friday-Sunday in December. 
December 5 – Zachariah Johnson, 1898 Christmas Storyteller 

Live storytelling of Christmases past. For all ages—FREE at the Warren County History Center.  
December 9, 11, & 12 – “A Christmas Carol” 

Live performances, in the style of a 1930s radio show, at the Warren County History Center. 

August-December 2015 Schedule of Special Events 
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Thanks to a lot of hard work by the Warren County 

Historical Society staff, the Board of Trustees and a dedicated 

crew of volunteers, the Warren County Historical Society’s 

75th Anniversary Diamond Jubilee Gala honoring the Jones/

Portman family took place Saturday evening, June 6, 2015 at 

the Lebanon Conference & Banquet Center in downtown 

Lebanon, OH. Brothers William (Wym) Portman and Senator 

Rob Portman, along with their wives, were the Historical 

Society’s honored guests. Their sister Ginna was not able 

to attend. 

The Portman’s grandparents, Robert 

and Virginia Jones, were responsible for 

fostering much of the historic downtown 

character of Lebanon through their award-

winning property, the Golden Lamb Inn. 

The Jones, along with their daughter Joan 

Jones Portman, were also very involved 

with the founding of the Warren County 

Historical Society and its nationally 

recognized Shaker Gallery.  

The evening began with a social hour 

which included complimentary wine and 

beer and an hors d'oeuvres buffet by Board 

member Marilyn Carter of Carter Catering. 

President Bill Duning then presided over a 

short program which included Warren 

County Historical Society Historian John 

Zimkus reviewing the many contributions the Jones/Portman 

family has made to the Historical Society and Lebanon. Both 

Wym Portman and Senator Rob Portman spoke of their 

remembrances of their mother and grandparents roles in 

support of fostering the education mission of the Warren 

County Historical Society.  

The capacity crowd (115 guests) then moved into the 

Lebanon Conference & Banquet Center for a sumptuous buffet 

dinner donated by preferred Lebanon Conference Center 

caterers: Jasmine Catering, Jeannette’s Delicacies, McCoy 

Catering Service, and Stengl’s Catering. Guests were treated to 

music by Damian Stout on the piano with a song review by 

volunteer Cheri Brinkman. WGRR Radio personality Janeen 

Coyle volunteered her services as auctioneer for the 

fundraising activities which included silent auctions items, a 

diamond raffle, and a live auction.  

Donations for the auctions and raffles were received from 

Alexander’s Grooming & Kennels of Lebanon, Cincinnati 

Opera, Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Dickey’s Barbeque 

Pit, Cincinnati & Soup, Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Gardens, 

Countryside YMCA, The Workshops of David T. Smith, 

Davidson’s Jewelers of Lebanon, Dayton Philharmonic 

Orchestra, Deborah DePaul, Great Wolf Lodge, Jeanne Doan, 

Jennifer Long, Karen Devanney, Mary & Patrick Allen, Ozone 

Zipline Adventures, Picture This Gallery of Lebanon, PS 

Country Stuff, Sinclair Community College, Sylvia Outland, 

The Golden Lamb Inn, Trinity Salon of Mason, and the 

Kirkwood Inn. 

Special thanks go to Exhibits Curator 

Jeanne Doan and the volunteers for 

setting up the party and decorating the 

Conference Center ballroom. Special 

thanks also go to Marketing Manager 

Jodi Werling for her invaluable help in 

planning the event and her advertising 

and invitation designs. Gala volunteers 

included Cheri Brinkman, Justin Cox, 

Reena Das, Deborah De Paul, Frank De 

Paul, Karen Devanney, Mark Doan, 

Lynley Dunham-Cole, Emilie Fisher, Liz 

Grauwelman, Bill Kilimnik, Joyce Leeds, 

Aiden Lewis, Vicki Patterson, Gwyn 

Pinson, Olivia Reed, Marilyn Slorp, 

Logan Werling, and Steve Werling, . 

The WCHS Board members were all very 

much a part of the evening. Bill Duning presided over the 

program and along with his lovely wife Jane, was our official 

host. Jim and Donna Norris greeted guests as they arrived. 

Peter Berninger was the official handicapped entrance greeter. 

Pat & Mary Allen along with Joe & Debbie Yurasek acted as 

hosts for the dinner. Liz Morris and Jake Jones provided 

cashier services for the auctions and the raffle. Denny and 

Mary Means were our official photo booth photographers. 

They did an outstanding job—not one person took a bad 

picture! 

Sponsors for the event included the Portman Family 

Foundation, Premier Health/Atrium Medical Center, Graydon 

Head law firm, Warren County Foundation, James B. Gray, 

and Iacono Productions. Economy Linen & Towel provided the 

table linens and Kosins Party & Tent Rental provided chairs 

and extra tables. All together the event raised $20,000 for the 

Warren County Historical Society.  

Mark your calendar for next year’s gala: June 4, 2016! 

This lamp was made especially for the 

auction by David T. Smith.  
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Clockwise from top center: Karen Devanney, Deborah DePaul, and Frank DePaul helped with the bartending and diamond auction. Mary 

and Denny Means, Ed and Cheri Brinkman, Silent Auction Child’s Gift Basket, Logan and Jodi Werling, Mark and Jeanne Doan, Mary and 

Pat Allen, Donna and Jim Norris, Silent Auction Gardener’s Basket, Joe and Debbie Yurasek. 

Center: Janeen Coyle, Gala MC and auctioneer, the Conference Center all dressed up, the Caterers: McCoy’s Catering, Stengl’s Catering, 

Jeanette’s Delicacies, and Jasmine Catering. 

June 6, 2015 
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New Books in the Rocking 
Horse Gift Shop 

Stop by the Rocking Horse Gift Shop inside the Warren 

County History Center to see the latest additions to the 

book section: 

The Bully Boys: In Camp and Combat with the 2nd 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regiment, 1861-1864  

by Richard Baumgartner  

The 2
nd

 Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regiment from 

Southern Ohio and Warren County was among the very 

first to heed the call to arms and leave its home state for 

the scenes of conflict. Originally organized for three 

months' service, it saw fighting in Virginia at First Bull 

Run as well as three years of arduous duty throughout 

the south. As the first book-length work ever published 

on this distinguished regiment, it addresses the 2
nd

 Ohio's 

previous omission from Civil War literature with a 

compilation of wartime letters written by nearly 40 of its 

members as well as many photographs and illustrations.  

The Shakers of White Water, Ohio, 1823-1916 
edited by James R. Innis, Jr. and Thomas Sakmyster  

This work is a comprehensive examination of the history 

and life of White Water Village by leading experts on the 

community. As an offshoot of Warren County’s Union 

Village, the “mother” of Ohio Shaker communities, 

White Water has received scant attention in the past. 

This work rectifies the situation. 

A Culinary History of the Great Black Swamp:  
Buckeye Candy, Bratwurst & Apple Butter 

by Nathan Crook 

The cultural and physical landscape of the Great Black 

Swamp is a monument to the hardship and perseverance 

of the people who drained and settled the region. They 

transformed densely forested wetlands into one of the 

most productive areas in the nation. However each 

immigrant group calling this place home brought its own 

culinary traditions, from pickled eggs to peanut butter 

pie. The author explores the landscape, history, culture 

and representative cuisines that make eating here a 

unique and memorable experience. If you grew up or 

lived in northwest Ohio, this book is a must have! 

Change Happens: Poems and Stories from  
Southwestern Ohio 

by the Monday Morning Writers Group,  

Losantiville Press 

The authors of this anthology are ordinary people that 

examined change in their personal lives and wrote about 

their journeys. You will discover surprise endings, coming 

of age, and passages in life which we all experience. 

Humor punctuates this unique combination of prose and 

poetry. 

In Honor and Remembrance 
A Permanent Exhibit of 

Warren County at War 
The Warren County Historical Society has one 

of the largest collections of American war artifacts 

in Ohio. We are actively collecting artifacts and beginning an oral 

history project to record the stories of Warren Countians who have 

served our country in the armed services. 

The proposed new permanent exhibit will cover Warren County 

resident’s involvement in war from the American Revolution to the 

present using artifacts, uniforms, letters, newspapers, photographs 

and much more. We are actively seeking donations for the project 

which is estimated to cost as much as $15,000 and to date have 

received some cash donations and some in-kind pledges for design 

and construction. We urge you to consider making a donation in 

honor of your own Warren County armed service veteran, or simply 

in honor of all Warren County veterans. All donations may be sent to 

the Warren County Historical Society.  

WCHS Annual Dinner 
with Wes Cowan  

Once a year, the staff, Board of Trustees and membership of the 

Warren County Historical Society come together for dinner, our 

yearly business meeting, and what we call our “Annual Appeal for 

Donations.” The meeting is held, per the by-laws of the Historical 

Society, on the first Wednesday after Thanksgiving which is 

December 2 for 2015.  

We are very pleased to 

announce that our featured 

speaker will be Wes Cowan. 

Wes Cowan is founder and 

owner of Cowan’s Auctions, 

Inc. in Cincinnati, Ohio. An 

internationally recognized 

expert in Historic Americana, 

Wes stars in the PBS television 

series “History Detectives” and 

is a featured appraiser on “Antiques Roadshow.” He writes an 

antiques column for the Cincinnati Enquirer and is a frequently 

requested speaker at antiques events around the country. Wes is 

licensed as an auctioneer in Ohio and holds a B.A. and M.A. in 

anthropology from the University of Kentucky, and a Ph.D. in 

anthropology from the University of Michigan. 

For our 75th anniversary year we are also honoring the Cowan/

Brant family and most particularly our long-time volunteer Martha 

Brant who passed away this spring. Marty, as she was known, was 

our membership secretary for many years and also worked in our 

curatorial department. Her father, Carl Cowan, built the shops on 

the Village Green inside the Warren County History Center.  

For the Annual Dinner, doors open at 6:00 p.m. for a social 

hour and basket raffle, dinner begins at 7:00 p.m., the business 

meeting begins at 7:45 p.m., and Mr. Cowan speaks at 8:00 p.m. 

The raffle and annual appeal closes at 9:00 p.m.  

Tickets to are $30 each; invitations will be sent in November. 

Wes Cowan will speak at the 

WCHS Annual Dinner. 
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Knowledge of the past is the key to a brighter future. Understanding our nation’s history is a vital component in the building 

of a better society for generations to come, and it is crucial that we learn from our mistakes as well as celebrate our 

accomplishments. America’s history is rich in trial, tribulation, and victory, exemplifying the extraordinary virtue and fortitude 

that characterizes the American people. Our history remains as the greatest symbol of hope for the future of our nation. 

Our past represents how far we have come as a country and as a society, and serves as a reminder of American strength and 

integrity. From the very beginning, America has been built on ideals of liberty and justice. The American Revolution introduced 

radical notions of democracy and equality during a time of tyrannical monarchial rule. The American people held true to these 

values even in the face of immeasurable opposition from Brits overseas and loyalists at home, and eventually proved successful 

in gaining American independence from the oppressive British crown. Just as these principles proved tenacious in their infancy, 

they continued to hold fast through times of war, political strife, and economic turmoil. Today, citizens should look to our past in 

times of unrest as a constant reminder of strength, endurance, and true American grit. 

We must celebrate our past as a symbol of our triumph and success, but also heed it as a warning. We cannot forget our hard 

times nor our errors, for these characterize America as much as any victory. America is undoubtedly an awesome nation, but we 

have made blunders that are unable to be ignored. From the permeation of slavery during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 

to the internment of Japanese Americans in the early twentieth century, and even to the unpopular American involvement in the 

Vietnam War during the 1960’s, history reveals that America’s past is maculated with dark times. These faults and missteps do 

not lessen our greatness, but provide us with the opportunity and knowledge to better ourselves as a people. While we cannot 

change what happened, it is our responsibility to learn from the past and make intelligent, educated decisions as to how we wish 

to proceed as a nation.  

America’s history is saturated in honor and prestige, as well as admonitory tales. As citizens of this great nation it is our 

responsibility to be well-versed in our history and heritage. We must study the accomplishments of our forefathers and learn 

from their gaffes. It is a blessing to live in a nation whose past is brimming with reasons to be proud.  If America’s history is any 

indication of what is yet to come, it’s safe to say that our future holds endless promise of glory and triumph.  

Our American Heritage and Our Responsibility for Preserving It 

What Does Our Past Tell Us About Our Future? 
By Savannah Coffey, 2015 graduate of Little Miami High School 

Winner of the WDAR State Essay Championship for Ohio (reprinted with permission) 

The following article was originally printed in the 

Cincinnati Whig newspaper and was reprinted in The 

Western Star on December 4, 1835. 

 

John W. Cowan, the cruel murderer of his wife and two 

children, was hung yesterday, (in a field west of the city, near 

Millcreek,) agreeably to his sentence. He was swung from the 

scaffold at a quarter past one o’clock, and after struggling for 

five minutes, died. An immense concourse of people, 

probably amounting to upwards of twenty thousand, were 

congregated to witness the execution. Disgraceful as it may 

appear, perhaps one fourth of the number were females, 

many of whom had come from the country a distance of 20 or 

30 miles. 

Cowan was taken to the gallows, sitting upon his coffin 

on a cart. He addressed the multitude twice while on the 

scaffold, but we have not heard what he said. He endeavored 

to appeared very firm and collected, but at the moment of 

execution was much agitated, and repeatedly clapped his 

hands in agony. 

When shall we get rid of these loathsome exhibitions? 

The scenes of yesterday, it seems to us, must have convinced 

every body who witnessed them, that executions should 

always be made privately. 

Hundreds of folks flock to Glendower for special events like the Garden Tea (August 22), the Civil 

War Encampment (September 26 & 27) and Christmas at Glendower (December). But during June, 

July, and August, our faithful volunteer tour guides wait patiently day after day for one or two visitors 

and many days no visitors. Therefore, staff decided to only open Glendower this summer for special 

events. We call these events Gatherings at Glendower and the first one “Remembering Our Skills of 

Old” took place June 27 and 28 in conjunction with the Lebanon Council of Garden Clubs garden tour. 

During those two days, visitors who toured the house were treated to demonstrations of needle arts.  

Many thanks to the following volunteers: Sue Watts demonstrated bobbin lace-making, Reena Das 

demonstrated knitting, Jeanne Doan demonstrated embroidery and tapestry work, Christine Van 

Harlingen demonstrated knitted lace, and Cheri Brinkman demonstrated apple pomanders. The ladies 

were kept busy with a total of ninety-one visitors over the two days. Thanks also to tour guide Olivia 

Reed and Glendower manager Liz Grauwelman. Olivia was our 

receptionist and demonstrated the game of “Graces” provided by 

volunteer Cheri Brinkman. Liz Grauwelman, had the house 

looking just perfect. Liz also set up a gift shop table in the library 

and answered guests’ questions about the house. Great job ladies!  

Several crafts persons were scheduled to demonstrate on 

the lawn, but only the intrepid blacksmith, Phil Trickey, 

braved the rain. He was kept busy both days with his 

portable forge. Bob Ford entertained guests with folk 

music in the front hall after rain drove him inside from 

the front porch.  

Join us for the next Gathering, “Buttons & Basil”—a 

Garden “Iced Tea” and button review—August 22, 

2015 from Noon to 5 p.m. Free to WCHS members, $15 

for non-members. 

Jeanne Doan, top, and Phil 
Trickey, bottom, helped 

demonstrate “Skills of Old” 
at the Glendower Gathering 

in June. 

Gatherings at Glendower, June Edition 

Cheri Brinkman demonstrated how 
to make apple pomanders—
aromatic room fresheners. 
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The following account is the story of the daring attempt 

by a group of Ohio soldiers early in the Civil War to disrupt 

railroad traffic on the vital Western & Atlantic Railroad, 

which carried Confederate troops and materiel to 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, crossroads of rail lines essential to 

the southern war effort. At the time, April of 1862, the deed 

which was to become known as the Andrews Raid was 

published in the Atlanta press as “the most extraordinary and 

astounding adventure of the war.” William Pittenger, author 

of the most widely known contemporary book about the 

incident and himself a participant, declared that “no story of 

the war seems to have fixed itself so firmly in the popular 

imagination,” adding that it “shows what a handful of brave 

men could undertake.” Closely connected to the narrative of 

the raid itself is the involvement of three key figures in the 

action, two of whom have ties to Warren County, Ohio and 

the third hailing from Flemingsburg, Kentucky, not far south 

of Maysville. 

 In a developing country of far-flung borders like the 

United States in the second quarter of the 19th century, the 

advance of the railroads heralded the expansion of commerce 

and industry and brought about the shrinking of distance and 

time required for moving goods and people. By the 1850s 

arteries of iron tracks traversed every state east of the 

Mississippi River, and during the next decade American 

railroads were to surpass those of the rest of the world 

combined. Most track, some 30,000 miles, was located in the 

north and the west, principally Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 

Michigan, Wisconsin. These lines, running north and south 

from centers of industry, would ensure rapid delivery of men 

and supplies during the looming Civil War, for, as invaders, 

the Union armies depended heavily on rail transportation as 

they penetrated into the South. On the other hand, trunk or 

main lines in the South, which had only 1/9 the industrial 

capacity of the North, ran east and west from eastern seaboard 

ports of entry across the Carolinas, Georgia, Virginia, 

Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi to the great river. The 

limitation on rail service in the South was to prove a serious 

handicap to the Confederacy in its urgent need to move 

fighting forces and supplies.  

 As the war gained momentum military leaders on both 

sides soon came to understand the importance of protecting 

their own rail depots and connecting lines and disabling or 

destroying those of the opposition. The railroads made 

possible the rapid deployment of troops to Harper's Ferry in 

1859, putting down the insurrection there; and after the 

bombardment of Fort Sumter, trains quickly carried troops 

from Massachusetts to Washington. 

 Not only did the South have significantly fewer miles of 

track, but also fewer locomotives and rail cars. Moreover, 

they were virtually incapable of increasing wartime 

production due to a dearth of heavy industry and raw 

materials. Cannon, for example, were produced in only two 

main locations, at the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond and 

in Selma, Alabama. Much of their rolling rail stock had come 

from New Jersey. The Confederacy's dependence on rail 

transport would become crucial, as the Union immediately 

blockaded ports and controlled rivers and other routes. It will 

be noted, therefore, that some great battles such as 

Chattanooga, Atlanta and ultimately, Petersburg were fought 

at important rail centers or junctions that were considered 

primary targets for immobilizing the South. 

 A major intersection of southern rail lines was 

Chattanooga, where a main trunk line from Richmond split 

west and south. Capturing this junction meant controlling 

southern transport of troops and supplies in both directions. 

Union seizure would cut off provisions, munitions, and 

reinforcements from Confederate forces in the east to those in 

the west. In Washington President Abraham Lincoln grew 

keenly aware of the strategic necessity for the Union takeover 

of the Chattanooga rail center, and formulated a plan for a 

troop movement from Cincinnati to eastern Tennessee 

designed to sever connections between Confederate forces in 

the east and their armies in the west, at Shiloh and Corinth. 

To complicate matters, however, eastern Tennessee had 

remained largely pro-Union. Throngs of Unionists left their 

farms and villages to fight in the Union army; others carried 

on a rebellion of their own at home against the Confederacy. 

It was men from this region who had earlier set out on a 

desperate campaign to cut Confederate rail lines between 

eastern battlefields and the South, including the Mississippi 

valley. They succeeded in burning bridges, bringing train 

traffic to a halt and throwing the area into a turmoil. Many of 

these civilians were captured and executed, causing a loud 

outcry in Washington demanding that troops be sent to the aid 

of East Tennesseans, but under the command of Generals Don 

Carlos Buell and George McClellan, this was not to be, for 

both Union commanders showed a decisive lack of action, 

rationalizing their procrastination and inertia with the excuse 

that they required more troops and materiel. Thus the 

Confederacy had ample time to prepare defenses and place 

obstacles in the Union's invasion route. 

 Enter a principal player in the ensuing drama. He was 

Brigadier General Ormsby MacKnight Mitchel, a Republican 

and abolitionist who openly criticized Buell's ineffectual 

leadership. By contrast, Mitchel was a man of decisiveness, 

efficiency and action. On March 18, 1862, Mitchel and his 

10,000 men were ordered to march from Nashville into 

northern Alabama and occupy the Memphis & Charleston 

railroad, which ran east to the “lynchpin” intersection at 

Chattanooga. To Mitchel it was as though Buell had given 

him an independent command. Ormsby Mitchel was a 

Renaissance man of his day, excelling as professor, orator, 

Service and Sacrifice: The Kidnapping of the General 
By: Mary Klei, Head Curator 

June 6, 2015 

Continued next page 
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engineer, railroad 

builder, 

astronomer and 

soldier. Born in 

1809 in Union 

County, 

Kentucky, the boy 

lost his father at a 

young age, and 

his mother 

subsequently 

moved to 

Lebanon, Ohio, 

where the house 

they lived in still 

stands on East 

Silver Street. In 

Lebanon Ormsby 

received his early education, reading prodigiously even in his 

childhood and displaying rare intelligence for one so young. 

He believed that he must contribute to his family's support 

and took employment as a store clerk and teamster, jobs that 

were far beneath his talents. At age 15 he received an 

appointment to West Point, made possible by a relative of his 

mother, the future Supreme Court Justice John McLean. 

Mitchel graduated in the class of 1829, ranking fifteenth, not 

far behind future generals Robert E. Lee and Joseph E. 

Johnston. Among his good friends at the Academy was 

Jefferson Davis, one day to become president of the 

Confederacy. 

 After graduation Mitchel stayed on as an instructor in 

mathematics and astronomy, and was soon married. He 

resigned from the army and studied law, opening an office in 

Cincinnati. Not long thereafter he became a professor of 

mathematics, philosophy and astronomy at the College of 

Cincinnati. Ormsby MacKnight Mitchel has been called the 

“engineering genius” behind the construction of two railroads, 

the Little Miami and the Ohio & Mississippi. He was active in 

the congregation of Dr. Lyman Beecher and led the local 

militia. Most of all Mitchel was “compellingly articulate on 

his favorite subject, astronomy, arousing enthusiasm 

throughout the nation.” He established the Naval Observatory, 

the Harvard Observatory and the Cincinnati Observatory, 

inviting former President John Quincy Adams to conduct the 

dedication. As a result of his zeal in that field and from the 

respect and the many honors accruing to him from his 

discoveries and scholarly writings, Mitchel was widely and 

affectionately called “Old Stars.” It is believed that Walt 

Whitman's poem “When I Heard The Learn'd Astronomer” is 

about attending a lecture given by “Old Stars.” 

 But Ormsby Mitchel realized he lacked experience in one 

crucial area—as commander of troops in the field. He 

remedied that shortly after Bull Run, in July 1861, writing to 

President Lincoln who thereupon appointed him a brigadier 

general of volunteers. It is reported that “he believed in 

practicing a ‘hard war’ against southern civilians, burning 

their crops, stealing their livestock and destroying their houses 

in hopes of bringing a speedy end to one of this country’s 

bloodiest conflicts.” In this, Mitchel is regarded as the 

predecessor of another Ohioan, General William Tecumseh 

Sherman, who adopted these tactics for the same reason when 

he marched his army through Georgia and the Carolinas in 

1864. In the fall of 1861 General Mitchel designed and 

ordered built an eight-mile defensive line of rifle pits on 

northern Kentucky hilltops. Present-day Fort Mitchell (spelled 

with two Ls) was the most prominent of these fortifications. 

This, however, was not the dynamic Mitchel’s idea of military 

accomplishment. No sooner did the “lethargic” Buell depart 

for points west, than Mitchel marched with 8,000 effective 

troops to Murfreesboro, Tennessee, stopping along the way to 

rebuild bridges and trestles destroyed by the enemy. His goal 

all this time was to take charge of the railroad to Chattanooga. 

Then further orders arrived from General Buell for Mitchel to 

proceed to Shelbyville as a point from which to launch 

military operations. 

 General Mitchel was now as good as detached from the 

main army, which would allow him to make a brilliant 

surprise march on Huntsville, Alabama, west of Chattanooga, 

as the first step toward taking possession of Chattanooga, 

Knoxville and East Tennessee, all of inestimable value to the 

Union. By his very nature, he was intolerant of delay, 

inefficiency or indecision (qualities he attributed to Buell). He 

had in mind a “dangerous and desperate enterprise” that 

would enable him to capture and isolate Chattanooga 

immediately with his own available troops. His plan was to 

burn the bridges south of Chattanooga, cutting it off from its 

southern and eastern rail connections. As this area was a 

hotbed of loyalty to the Old Flag, capable of providing a 

potential 50,000 Federal troops, there were no Confederate 

troops within 100 miles in all directions. The big rail bridge 

over Chickamauga Creek would be destroyed, and his army 

would occupy Chattanooga by Sunday night, April 13, 1862. 

Having thus secured Chattanooga, he would have adequate 

time to receive reinforcements from Washington. William 

Pittenger, mentioned earlier as a chronicler of the events that 

followed, credited Mitchel with having the best division in the 

western army, “made such by his own tireless efforts....He 

was loved and trusted by his men, who served with the 

assurance that he would succeed in any plan he undertook.”  

Later, however, Mitchel's career faltered after the 

Andrews Raid. Continued controversy with Generals Buell 

and now Halleck prompted his request for reassignment, 

which came about as an order to report to Hilton Head, South 

Carolina to assume command of the Department of the South. 

Mitchel built a town there for the local black population, 

slaves left behind when their owners fled the area. It was a 

model for future communities of this kind. The town was 

called Mitchelville; it was self-governed by the residents, as 

historian Russell Bonds has written. A marker today locates 

where the now-vanished town stood. Ormsby Mitchel died of 

yellow fever at Hilton Head on October 30, 1862. The 

steamer that carried his body to be buried in Greenwood 

Continued from page 3 

Ormsby MacKnight Mitchel  
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Back in the History Center’s Village Green campers 

met Todd Simpson UAS Program Manager for Sinclair 

Community College in Dayton. Sinclair is one of the 

leading training centers in the country in . Todd 

explained to the campers that by the time they are ready 

to go to collage the floodgates will be open as to 

opportunities and jobs in the field of UAS. He then 

demonstrated one the more basic drones used in the 

Sinclair program by flying it around the Village Green to 

the thrill of the campers and other onlookers. 

The third day ended with very entertaining and 

informative look at the history of aviation by local 

storyteller and musician Bob Ford. 

Day four was History Camp’s last. It was spent at the 

National Museum of the U.S. Air Force at Wright-

Patterson Air Force Base. The two hour visit the campers 

had could not do justice to the fantastic collections 

available at the museum. Among the highlights seen, 

however, was the small exhibit on Lt. Suella Bernard in 

the WWII exhibition area.  

Suella Bernard (1919-

2002) was a 1937 graduate  

of Waynesville High School 

in Warren County. Trained  

as a nurse at a hospital in 

Springfield Ohio, she  

enlisted in the Army Air 

Corps in 1943. 

 She was one of the first 

two nurses to fly into 

Normandy after the D-day 

invasion. She was also the 

first nurse to cross into 

Germany by glider after the 

battle of Ludendorff Bridge 

near Remagen. Once 25 

severely wounded American 

and German casualties were 

placed aboard the glider, an 

aerial snap tow from a  

C-47 picked up the glider. Also onboard was Suella, who 

was crouching between her patients in the narrow aisle in 

the glider. Lt. Suella Bernard became the only woman 

during WWII to participate in a glider mission. For her 

service that day, she was awarded the Air Medal. 

As you can see, the campers attending WCHS’s 

2015 History Camp had a very full and exciting 

experience. They, however, will simply have to wait, as 

will you, to see what new adventures are in store for 

History Camp 2016. 

Hazel Brooks (right) was mistakenly 

identified as Irvina Dearth in the May 

2015 Historicalog 

Correction 
 

Warren County 
Historical Society 

105 S. Broadway 
Lebanon, OH 45036 

513-932-1817 
wchs@wchsmuseum.org 

WCHSmusuem.org 

Bob Ford entertains the campers with tales of aviation history.  

An Unmanned Aerial System, or drone (circled), flying above 

the Village Green at the Warren County History Center. 

The Lt. Bernard display at the 

National Museum of the U.S. Air 

Force in Dayton. 
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Panama-Pacific International Exposition in San Francisco 

on March 14, 1915. 

The History Campers then made a type of toy 

parachute that was popular in the 1800s. After their 

construction they tested them in the History Center’s 

Village Green. 

Campers finished the first day listening to Harriett 

Merriman of Westerville, Ohio portray Jerrie Mock. In 

1964, Geraldine "Jerrie" Fredritz Mock (1925– 2014) was 

the first woman to fly solo around the world. She flew a 

single engine Cessna 180 (registered N1538C). The plane 

was christened the “Spirit of Columbus” and nicknamed 

“Charlie.” The trip began March 19, 1964, in Columbus, 

Ohio, and ended April 17, 1964, in Columbus, Ohio. 

It took 29 days, had 21 stopovers and was almost  

22,860 miles.  

On day two of History Camp, July 14, the campers 

went to the Wright-Dunbar Interpretive Center in Dayton 

and Huffman Prairie Flying Field Interpretive Center. 

They visited the fourth location of the Wright Brothers’ 

bicycle shop on South Williams Street in Dayton, Ohio. 

At the Huffman Prairie center they saw the Wright 

Memorial that was dedicated on Wright Hill in 1940 with 

Orville Wright in attendance. From that vantage point, 

they viewed down on Huffman Prairie and saw where the 

Wrights made their most significant improvements and 

had their greatest successes with their Wright Flyer III 

in 1905.  

On Wednesday July 15th, the campers were back in 

the Warren County History Center. Campers first spent 

some time at the newly established Neil Armstrong 

Exhibit in the lobby of the Banquet Center. Neil 

Armstrong (1930-2012) lived just outside of Lebanon for 

23 years, longer than any other place during his 82 years. 

He was always fascinated by airplanes and actually got 

his pilot’s license before his driver’s license. A combat 

pilot during the Korean War and later a civilian test pilot, 

he was a member of the “new nine,” the second class of 

American astronauts. On July 20, 1969, as mission 

commander of Apollo 11, he became the first person to 

walk on the moon. In 1971 he moved his family to 

Warren County and became an active, albeit quiet and 

behind the scenes, member of the community. 

Campers then watched an old 46-year-old 8 mm film 

title “Apollo 11: Man on Moon.” The film about the moon 

landing was silent and meant to be viewed nearly 50 years 

ago using a family’s home movie projector. 

From Top: “Jerrie Mock” tells of her flight. 

Campers visit The Wright Cycle Co. bicycle shop. 

At the Wright-Dunbar Interpretive Center, a park ranger 

explains the Wright Glider. 

A park ranger points out Huffman Prairie. 
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Cemetery in Brooklyn, 

New York 

coincidentally also had 

as passengers two 

former raiders, who 

eulogized Mitchel in 

their memoirs.  

 Now, on this Sunday 

night of April 6, 1862, 

just a year into the 

Civil War, a tall 

civilian of respectable 

mien appeared at 

Mitchel's headquarters 

tent near Shelbyville, 

Tennessee and 

introduced himself as 

James J. Andrews of 

Flemingsburg, Kentucky, where he had lived since 1859. Born 

in Hancock County, Virginia in 1829, Andrews' background 

remains obscure; information about his youth and education is 

lost. He worked in Flemingsburg at house-painting and giving 

music lessons, as he was gifted with a fine singing voice. He 

was said to be a kindly, somewhat quiet man, favored by 

young ladies because of his good looks. Notwithstanding his 

popularity, he became engaged to Miss Elizabeth Layton and 

the couple decided to marry the following June (1862). He had 

spent much of his time on the road, so to speak, smuggling 

badly needed quinine into the Confederacy and returning to 

the North with intelligence, all the while representing himself 

as an honest and ambitious man. Andrews insisted that the 

Union be preserved and said that he had been offered 

employment which would allow him to render great service to 

the Union army as a scout (read: spy) and gatherer of secret 

information in Kentucky. Secretly, however, in his mind 

Andrews had been planning a bold undertaking that happened 

to coincide with General Mitchel’s intense desire to destroy 

the rail lynchpin at Chattanooga, thereby splitting the 

Confederacy in two. The plan Andrews and Mitchel formed 

proved to be Andrews' undoing; he was captured, tried and 

hanged. No information has been preserved regarding 

Andrews' court-martial. Spying and treason, both capital 

offenses in the South, were the charges he faced. Several days 

after Andrews’ execution, Elizabeth Layton’s family learned 

of his fate in the newspapers. They had kept news of his 

incarceration and trial from his fiancée. It was shortly before 

their wedding was to take place that she learned the truth about 

Andrews. The young woman slid into a deep depression and 

died two years later, of a broken heart, it was said. 

 James Andrews, whose name the astounding event that 

was to follow bears to this day, was cordially received by 

General Mitchel, and for some time that Sunday night the two 

were sequestered. Of the meeting no records were kept or 

mention was ever made, but it is a certainty that at this time 

Mitchel gave his permission and authorized Andrews to carry 

out a daring plan designed to sabotage southern rail traffic, 

aiming precisely at Chattanooga. The next day the plan was set 

in motion. Andrews’ target was the Western & Atlantic 

Railroad, running 138 miles northward from Atlanta to 

Chattanooga, where it met two other lines from Virginia and 

Memphis. 

 Selection of the men needed for the secret operation took 

place on Monday, April 7. Out of twenty-four men chosen 

from among those who had stepped up to be considered, 

twenty-three were soldiers from Mitchel’s 3rd Division, and 

all came from three Ohio regiments: the 2nd, the 21st and the 

33rd. One man was a civilian. They were told to report to 

General Mitchel, who informed them that they were to destroy 

bridges over a southern main line. Then he said, “Your 

mission is very hazardous. It is not pleasant for me to send 

such a number of picked men into the enemy’s power; but in 

war great risks must be run, and we are engaged in a war of 

right and wrong; armed treason must be met and conquered; 

and if you fall, you die in a glorious cause,” as Pittenger 

remembered the General’s words. Three engineers were 

chosen, men well experienced in operating a locomotive. 

Others were mechanics, farmers, and William Pittenger, who 

was a schoolteacher and war correspondent and who would 

write a popular account of the incident; and also, at thirty-two 

years of age, George Davenport Wilson, cobbler, the oldest 

member of the group. The men procured civilian clothes for 

themselves and set out on foot in small groups to Shelbyville, 

where they were to seek out Andrews. They were enthusiastic 

about their mission to carry out what would become one of the 

defining events of the Civil War. The men were aware that 

they had made a commitment both bold and dangerous, yet, 

when asked if any one of them had a change of heart, no man 

backed out. 

 At dusk Monday evening, April 7, James J. Andrews and 

his Ohioans gathered on a farm near Shelbyville. The spot is 

now identified by a marker on Tennessee Route 64. He was 

frank in his explanation of his plan to help Mitchel capture 

Chattanooga, neither disguising its hazards nor downplaying 

its hardships. In sum, the task assigned to the Ohioans was to 

steal a railroad engine, and drive it to Chattanooga destroying 

bridges and telegraph wires on the way. What Andrews did not 

tell his men was that they would steal the engine right next to a 

Confederate army camp. Once behind enemy lines, the men 

were to play the role of Kentuckians who could no longer 

tolerate Yankee occupation in their commonwealth, so they 

were heading south to join a Confederate regiment. If they 

were cornered, they were to enlist in the Confederate army to 

save themselves as a last resort, a measure that was not likely 

to be questioned, as the South was said to be desperate for 

fighting forces. TO BE CONTINUED (in the November 2015 

Historicalog) 

James J. Andrews 
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The Rich History of Lace 
By Jeanne Doan, Exhibits Curator 

Here at the Warren County History Center we have amassed a 

wonderful collection of handmade and machine-made lace. Such a wide 

variety of beautiful and unique laces made it very difficult to choose 

which pieces to display in our “A Preference for Lace” exhibit. While 

researching the different types of lace I found the incredible history of 

this art form so fascinating that I thought I would share it with you.  

There are two distinct genres of lace; bobbin lace and needle lace. 

Bobbin lace came from a braiding and weaving tradition. Starting 

around Genoa, Italy in the 16th century, bobbin lace quickly spread 

throughout Europe, becoming a much copied and sought-out 

commodity for those who could afford it. The industry of lace making 

was created in villages throughout Europe in order to sustain the lower 

classes. Women of every age could support families with the wages 

earned creating lace.  

Using shaped bobbins made from plain or exotic woods, ivory or 

bone, the thread is wound on the bobbin in order to keep it manageable. 

A hard, stuffed pillow is then used to pin the thread onto a pattern. This 

pillow can be sloped or round, set on a table or stand or can sit in the 

artists lap. Brass pins are preferred for their quality of not rusting. Basically, in order to create bobbin lace, you need a pillow, 

bobbins, thread, pins, good light, and lots of time. 

We have several examples of bobbin lace in the Mote Gallery in the glass cases. The first is a simple torchon lace. This is a 

straight, continuous lace pattern that is one of the oldest and easiest laces to make. Usually 1 to 2 inches wide, torchon lace can 

be made to the exact length for cuffs, a collar or an insert to a dress. Used by peasant and royalty alike, this is one of the most 

common laces. The next is a Chantilly lace. Using a background net of a six pointed star, Chantilly is finely detailed and heavily 

outlined. The lappet in the display case is a beautiful example of handmade Chantilly lace. The wedding dress in the Corwin 

Study of the Mote Gallery is also a machine-made and imported Chantilly lace. The guipure scarf made of silk thread in the 

display case is a star piece. This gorgeous example of bobbin lace is stunning with motifs, tallies, and plaits.  

Needle lace in its purest and simplest form is made with a needle, thread, and scissors. Needle lace evolved from embroidery 

and is built from the edges out using a variety of stitches. This industry also grew in the 16th-century throughout Europe where 

they especially loved elegant finery. Alençon lace is a perfect example of a needle lace industry growing from a necessary need. 

Alençon lace is sometimes called the “Queen of Lace” because in the 16th-century, Jean-Baptist Colbert established the royal 

lace workshop in Alençon, France in order to cut down on very expensive importing of foreign lace.  

 In the needle lace display case, also in the Mote Gallery, is a graceful doily of reticella lace. This lovely example has the 

geometric design common in these pieces. Hundreds of buttonhole stitches are used to build this doily from the bottom up. Lead 

brides or bridges are connected to a framework of threads, and then each is buttonhole stitched to hold it together and give it 

strength. A delicate point de gaze handkerchief is also in this display 

case. Made of very fine stitches, this exquisite example has a 

bouquet of flowers in the middle made entirely of tallies. Another 

piece of note is the gros point de Venise collar. This magnificent 

work of art has thick buttonhole stitches making the piece really 

stand out from the flat plain creating an almost 3-D effect. All of the 

pieces displayed in this case are handmade.  

At the beginning of the 20th-century with the industrial revolution 

and the development of lace machines, handmade lace became a 

thing of the past. There are still guilds and clubs that are keeping the 

old skills alive here and in Europe. The examples we have here at the 

History Center are becoming rare indeed. Look for them when you 

come to the museum and enrich your own life with the beauty that is 

lace. The exhibit continues through December 23, 2015, Tuesday-

Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Bobbins and pillow for making bobbin lace. 

Jeanne Doan with some of the many samples of lace on 

display as part of WCHS’ Preference for Lace exhibit. 
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T 
he Warren County Historical Society’s 

2015 History Camp explored new horizons 

this year as it delved into southwest Ohio’s 

contributions to the exploration of flight 

with a camp entitled “From the Balloon to the Moon.” 

The camp was held from Monday, July 13 through 

Thursday, July 16, 2015. Some 21 campers from all 

around Warren County, ages 9 to 13, participated. 

The campers spent two days in the Warren County 

History Center viewing video material on early flight, 

listening to guest speakers, visiting the History Center 

exhibits on aviation and creating 19th century flying toys. 

The other two days were spent 

on field trips. 

On Monday, July 13th, 

campers viewed a slide 

presentation on the lives of the 

Wright Brothers, Orville (1871-

1948) and Wilbur (1867-1912), 

and how they achieved the first 

successful controlled flight of a 

piloted heavier-than-air flying 

machine on December 17, 1903 

in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.  

Campers then viewed part 

of the 1943 Walt Disney 

Technicolor animated feature 

film Victory Through Air Power. The movie was based on 

the 1942 book by the famed aviator Alexander P. de 

Seversky (1894-1974), who was a Russian-born 

naturalized American citizen. The campers watched an 

excerpt that covered an animated history of flight and a 

little on the flying exploits of Seversky. The video was 

stopped when it was mentioned that Seversky had 

received the Harmon Trophy for his accomplishments in 

aviation. 

 The History Campers then went over to see the mural 

in the lobby of the Lebanon Conference and Banquet 

Center, Lebanon’s old 1937 post office. The mural was 

completed by artist Carol Ann Newsome in 2008. It was 

done in the style of a 1930s Works Progress 

Administration (WPA) post office mural. It depicts an 

imagined meeting between Clifford B. Harmon and 

Lincoln Beachey, two “early birdmen,” a term used to 

describe pioneering aviators. They both had strong 

Warren County connections. 

Clifford B. Harmon (1868-1945) was the younger 

brother of William E. Harmon, Lebanon, Ohio’s great 

early 20th century benefactor and the man who built 

Harmon Hall, the building that now houses the Warren 

County History Center. Clifford began ballooning in 1908 

and by the following year had set endurance and altitude 

records. The recipient of the #6 pilot’s license from the 

Aero Club of America, Harmon set several flying firsts in 

1910. A colonel in the U.S. Army Signal Corps, Aviation 

Section, during WWI, he established the international 

Harmon Trophy in 1926. It is 

given to the outstanding 

aviator, aviatrix (female pilot) 

and aeronaut (balloonist). In 

1969, a fourth category was 

added for astronauts.  

The campers were told of a 

rather fascinating connection 

between the Harmon brothers 

and the Wright brothers. 

William and Clifford Harmon 

were the 4th cousins of Orville 

and Wilbur Wright. The two 

sets of brothers shared great-

great-great grandparents, 

Joseph Reeder (1716-1770) and Susan Gano Reeder 

(1722-1765). 

Lincoln Beachey’s (1887-1915) great-grandfather 

moved to Lebanon, Ohio in 1835. His grandfather, 

Thomas Beachey built the house at the southeast corner of 

Silver and High streets in 1847. Lincoln’s dad, William, 

was born in Lebanon that year.  

Lincoln was born in San Francisco. He started 

working on balloons in 1905. In 1906, he landed a 

dirigible on the White House lawn and was met by Mrs. 

Theodore Roosevelt. 

By 1910, he had received pilot license #27 and soon 

became one of the nation’s greatest stunt pilots. Orville 

Wright once told him, “I consider you the most wonderful 

aviator the world has yet seen.” 

Beachey died at the age of 28 performing stunts at the 

History Camp 2015: “From the Balloon to the Moon”  
By John J. Zimkus, Historian/Education Director of the Warren County Historical Society  

The History Campers had a busy week! Here they are gathered 

outside the Wright Dunbar Interpretive Center. 

Continued next page 


